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Annexe to Appendix "A" - Sketch of
the main trenszit roads in UL'YaNOV3K.

General Inf‘ormat:.on

2. o Information supplied in this Appendlx covers the part of' the UL'YaNOVSK |
Province which extends along the western bank of the VOLGA and includes UL'Ya.I\IOVS_Kf
itself. That is the only part of the U:3.5.R: which Informant knows Well. e
has never been on the eastern bank of the river excfept to CHASOVNY& village
situated opposite UL'YaNOV3K. West of the VOLGA Informant's native areca extends
in a radius of approximately forty to sixty kﬂomefres from UL' YaNOVSK town.

Terrain, Soil and Drainege

3. ' A chain of hills runs along the western bonk of the VOLGA. . This hill -
range is narrow to the north of UL' YaNOVSK and it vudens south of the town.

The southern part is intersected by steep and deep valleys end zivar‘qanyons

descending, mainly eastwards to the VOLGA bank. EL).I'tlmer to the West is undulating .

cou.ntry intervected by numerous small IlVOI‘J. Inf‘oxmlxnt\stated that the soi;'
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in this part of the UL'YalOV3K Province is\ fertile and black, mixed in some places -
with'clay and very little sand, There ar;ndt many woods in the area described.
To the north of UL'YaNOV3X, the hills which f‘oim the wéstem_bank of the VOLGA

are covered by fairly thick forests.  Another wooded area extends approximately
twenty kilometres south of UL'YaNOVSK along the western slopes of the VOLGA .hill |
range. West of UL'YaNOVSK, between BARATAEVEKA and TETYuShEVSK, stretch large
peat-bc.;gs. '

e - According to Informant, it was rﬁmoured in UL'YaNOV3K that the construc- |
tion of the KUJBYSHEV Hydro«Eiectric Flant would have a considerable effect upon »
the VOLGA in the UL'YaNOVSK arem. The ra‘ising of the level of the VOLGA waters .
would rﬁgan that the parts of land on both banks flooded every Spring would be
permanently flooded. In addition CHASOVNYa village and the VOLODARSKIJ Ordnance
Factory situated opposite UL'YaNOVSK would be in :ernedia.fe danger of innwﬂa'_t'ion.
Informant heard that either the VOI.ODARSKLI Plant would be movéd to a new site
or a high concrete dam would . be oonstructed to pmtect the factory premises

from the VOLGA.

Population and Settlement

5. Informant steted that the UL'YaNOVSK area is almost entirely populated
" by Russians. The only large town in the whole area is UL'YaNOVSK. . A1l the,
other settlements are village type, cone:l.sting of wooden huts with vexy few brick

. buildings .

L’YhNOVSK Town . ‘
6. UL' YaNOVSK (formerly SIMBIRSK) is the District Ch:l.ef Administmtlve
Centre and the only industrial town in the area described.

7. - . The main part of the town is siltuated on the high and steep west‘em
bank of the VOLGA river, and stretches between the VOLGA and her tributary, the
SVIYaGA which in this sector flows only approximately three kilometres away from
the VOLGA, - The new UL} YaNOVSK extends to the west of the river SVIYaGA and is
connected. with the town centre by a bridge across the SVIY&GA river. ,

8. Southwest of the central part of the tovn extends the suburb KINDYa-
KOVKA incorporated several years ago into UL'YaNOVSK.
9. A.ravine approximately. 1% = 2 kilometres long runé\ westwards from the.

town centre to the SVIYaGA river. The westem bank of the VOLGA at UL'YaNOVSK

/forma & ridge ...
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forms a ridge approximately 150 meters high which completely commands the river
and its low eastern tanke. This ridje, vhich divides the tovm f'foni the river, is
called VENETs (The Crovm). From there the built up area descends westwards.
There are only very few buildm,«s on the Vlst \.hich was originally planned as
a public parke In its main square stanas the LuNlN rremorial.
10. UL' YaNOVSK has developed very considerably during the last twenty
ylears. In the town centre a number of modern buildings have been constructed
-end some principal streets have been modernised. The hi{,hest bu:.ld:mgs in
UL'YaNOVSK are three or four blocks of flats, each five to six storeys high,
situated along the Lev Tolstoy Street. These blocks are occupied by the
wo—;lcers of the VOI.ODARSKIJ Ordnance Pactory and are called "VOLODARSKIE DOMA"™ .
'The town started to expand beyond the western bank of the SVIYaGA where some
factories were built and workers settlements are under constructions On the
left bank of the VOLGA, -connscted with the other side of the river by a vex;y
long railway bridge and by a ferry for i‘oad‘f'ra;f.;ié and pedestrians, vextends
the village CHA.éOVNIa with its large petrol dump, railway station, a.rid
" VOLODARSKILJ Plant.

11, Develogment and modernisation has che.nged the general I‘eatures of
UL YaNOVSK. There is now a mixture of pre-revolutionary, one or two-storey,
brick or wooden houses, and recent modern buildings. ‘ There are aJso the woodm

- H

huts and blocks. of‘ flats of new workers aettlements.
12, In spite of the "modemisation procla.imed by the IOcal a\.:i:horities

. gL Ye.NOVSK st1ll lacks a good many essential installations. .Water supply exista
only in the newly built Government housea and in the new blocks of‘ flats. The
greatar part of the population use a few water points ("kolonki") installed on
the streets or cerxry water straight from the rivers .'l‘he gewage system exists
only in the very new buildings. Stre\\st illumination. is extremely poor. In
faoct the town is completely dark exce gt for three main streets: Goncharov,
Lev Tolstoy and Lenin Streets, which have some rather inadequate electric
lighting. Informant stated that electric current is ‘supplied by the town
Electric Power Station located opposite the stadium on Minyaev Street and by
some industrisl enterprises, but the supply is still inadequate. There is
not even enough current for the stronger electric bulbs in priva.té flats, but

'

for the saks of "modernisation" the electric tram lines are under construction.

/There are oo
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There are no gas works in UL'YaOv3K.
13, As far as through traffic is concerned UL'YaNOV;K is practically a
cul~de-sac. The tovn lies Letween two rivers: there are not enough bridges
a.cross. the SVIYB.GA whilst the VOLGA has no road bridge. The town is cut in
two by a deep - ravine and has steep slopes down to the VOLGA itseif as well as
to the old bed of the VOLGA ("STARITsA"). South of the tovn there are no
proper through roads either North/South or East/West.
1. The main and only North/South trensit road ig Radishchev Street, with
its extension SOVetskaya Btreets Bju‘b thia voad ends in a narrow, sharp bend
to the east and connects with Goncharov Street Which runs south-esst and south.
The latter ends in a nafrow and steep descent towards the railway premises.
15. ~ - The Vvest/East throu;;h roads are even more complicated. There is only
" one wooder; bridge across the SVIYaGA river which‘fo:ms & bottle-neck for traffic.
Informent stated that there was a plan for constructing a new steel bridge but
he did not know when or Where it would be builts
16. - E There are two West/Bast thoroughfare roads:
(a) The flrst one ruts from the SVIYaGA bridge to the south, then sast
and north-east along Shevchenkoﬁtreet' along the horthern side of the
<<ré.vihe-= This road ends near Goncharov Street.a.'l.rnost in a ctl;l-dé-sac.
"f'ﬁmg jsec_‘ond one runs from the SVIYaGA bridge to ';;he south, then eagtwards
'along‘Lenin S‘l:reeﬁ to Goncharov Street, or from Lenin Street éouthwards
along the 12th Se‘jntember Street, then eastwards along Lev Toiétoy Streef
.to Goncharov Stre"‘e‘t and then along Goncharov Street to the descent
leading to the steam ferry across the VOLGA.
17, All these main streets (Goncharov, Lenin, Lew} Tolstoy and bovetskaya)‘
bear two-line traffic and are metalled, The otherd, including also quite an
importa.n't rrad running eastwards, liinyaev (formerly Gorkij) Streety are paved
with cobbles (BULYZhNIK). The descent to the VOIGA ferry is very steep, bg&ly
cobbled and lr.'a’tzher dangerous for motor-vehicles.
i8‘.. Informant knows the location of the following buildings:

{a) The Party District Committee and the Communist Youth District Cffice,

& large red brick building situated on the western side of the street
conriecting Shevch‘erﬂm Street via the bridge across the ravine with

Lenin 3treet. The building itself is on the southem side of the

/ravine ...
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5.
ravine. Informant did not remember the-name of the street.

The District M.V.D. Headguarters occupies a large dark grey four-

storey tuilding on the corner of Goncharov and Karl Marx Street.

" The M.V.D. Hostel is located in a four- or five-storey, large bu Jiiing

situated on the northern side of Lenin Street, approximately 400
metres from Goncharov Strect. This building was er:écted by German
prisoners and was finished in 19,8.

The Militia District (Oblast) Headquarters occupies a large three-

storsy building next to the i’ublic Library, on the northern gide of
e street connecting the VENETs with Sovetskaya Street.

No. 1 Militie Station on Lev Tolstoy Street.

No. 4 Militia Station on Lebedev Street.

No. 5 Militia Station on Tret'yaya Floshchadka, west of the river
SVIYaGA.

Informant did not know the loocation of Nos 2 and 3 Militia Stations.
Ihe FPrison, a large white stone building on 12th September Street.
The Forced Labour Camps are situaied: two ocamps near the Avtozavod
on the Pervaya Floshchadka and one on the Tret'yaya Ploshohadka. 4Ll
three are west of the SVIYaGA.

The Town Pire Station is looated on Lenin Street 200 metres from the

M.V.D. Distriot Headquarters.

The Post Office and the Telephone Exchange oooupy a modem=looking
building on the corner of Goncherov and Lev Tolstoy Street.

The Party Exeoutive Committee (OBISPOLKOM) is on Lev Tolstoy Street.

The Town Counoil (GORSOVET) is on Gonoharov Street.

The State Bank is on Goncharov Street.

Iae Motor-vehicles Driving end Mechanios School (AVTOShKOLA), loouted

on Lov Tolstoy Street 53, is sﬁbordinated to the State Traffic Control
Office (GOSAVTOINSFTKTSIYA) which is an M.V.D. department.
Military Regional Recruiting Offices (VOENKOMAT) are Leninski]

VOENKOMAT on Karl Marx Street end Stalinskij VOENKOMAT in the neighbour-
hood of the Party District Committee (OBKOM).

The Tank Troops Repair Shops are in Sovetskaya Street.

The Tenk 3chool is in Goncharov Street.

/(q) The Garrison ...
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The Garr:.son Of‘ficers Clu‘b (DOXu OI‘ITsEROV) occupies part of the R

_premises, belonging to the Tank Pepair Jhops in Sovetskaya Street. '
Informant does not know any further details concsrning military
installations in the UL'YaNOVaK area. b S

The Town Electmc Power Station is.on luinyaev Street (f‘omerly

GorkiJ Street) opposite the stadn.um.

Railway otat:.ons. Inf‘onnant was unable to supply much infomation

concerning railways. He knew of three rallwa.yv stations in UL YalloV3K:
" UL'YaNOVSK FERVYJ (The new railway station), UL'YaNOVSK VIOROJ, and
KINDYaKOVKA Junction, with its marshalling yard. The latter comncutc

 tho MOSCOW - UPA reilvey with the KAZAN'- STALINGRAD line.

Industrial mlterprises in the UL' YaNOVSK Area.

19, (a) The Motor Vehicles Factory (UL'YeNUVSKIJ AVTOZAVOD) is s:.tuated in

. the new town, west of the river SVIYaGA a.nd north of the UL'YaNOVSK-
_ .BA.‘RATAEVKA mad. The factory occupies a large erea in ccmpletely
- open country. ‘There are a number of red brick buildings withiglass
_ roofs surrou,nded by numerous wooden huts, occupied by the factory
“'workers. Th:.s part of the new town is called PERVAYa PI.OShGhADKA.
-Infome.nt stated that in 1952 the AVTOZAVQD ceased :.ta work as
. assembly plant for the ZIS and GAZ trucks, and became an Ordna.nce

.Fa.ctory whose pmduct{on was “secret, . This infozmation wa.s confimed '

vy Inf'onna.nt' /friends Who were in UL' ranovsx on 1eave in 1951»- They

said tha.t the 1factory at present is an oranance plent, ‘and’ s,ocording
“to 1ooe.l rumonrs manuf‘actures Radar mater:!.al (RA.DIOIOKATBIY&)
Info:ma.nt does not know any further details. R

' - "I‘he VOI.ODARSKIJ Factory (ZAVOD IMENT VOLODARSKOVO) occupies a large

‘area on the eastem bank of the VOLGA nea.r the v:n.llag,e of' CHASOVNY&.
‘The far'tory consists of a large number of‘ wlute atone constructions

. with high stacks, and is situated in open countxy. : 'l’he factory is; o

. fenced a.nd guarded by numerous sentries. ' Inf‘onnant s'to.ted that the.
VOLODARSKIJ Factory is oonsidered the most :i.mporta.nt industrial '
enterprise in UL‘YaNOVS] ‘ The plant was always a becret Ordnance

. Tactory, and the personnel signed speulal undertakinga concern:.ng the

N ﬁﬁécrecy of productlon. Informant stated that dunng the war a iargc
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supply of copuer ahecting was delivered to the factory and a large
quantity of pure aleohel was used for production.  The factory workers
used to stesl the alcohel and lLrew home-m ade vodka. The féctor;-,-‘ is
on continuous producticn and works cn & three shift system.

No. 650 Orénance Factery is situsted in the tovn centre in Karl Narx

Street near the Town larket (GORODSKOJ EAZAR).  In 1951 the factory
was enlarged, occupying part of the tovn market. Informant knows
that one of the factory's products was pistols, because one of his

friends worked there snd managed to steal one for himself.

No. 280 Ordnance Factory occupies quite a large area along Shevchenko
‘S‘creet, not far from No. 650 Factory.  Informant does not know any
“details.

The "Z.M.D." Factory (ZAVOD MALOLITRAZhNYKh DVIGATELET), a small

combustion engines factory, situated on Kirov Street in the town centre.
Informant does not know any further details.

No. 10 Ordnance Factory. Informant does not know any details concerning

situastion and production of this factory. He said.that one ordnance
plant in UL'YaNOVSK (possibly No. 10 Factory) produces an acid
dangerous to health. He knows that workers there are supplied with
large quantities of fresh milk in order to neutralise the effects of
this acid. The factory is rather a small onec.

The KIROV Textile Pactory is situated in the town centre in Sovetskaya

Street. The factory has branches at IShEEVKA and at YaZYKOVO.

A Meat Factory (llYagOKOLmINAT) is situated on Kirov Street.

Petrol Dumps. Informent knows the follovunp large p(,trol dumps in .
. UL'YaNOVSK itself and outside the town:

There
is a larpe POL dump on the rive;r bank, connected w:.th the UL'YaNOV3K
Railway Junction by a siding. There are NUMErous 1a;rge petrol tanks
there. This petrol dump will probably be moved to another site in

comection with the construction of the KUJLYShIV Hydro-Electric Flant

and the consequent danger of floodings.

UL' YaNOVsK. There is a large petrol dump on the northern outskirts

of the town on the western side of the IBhEREVEA roud.
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VYRY Station, (38 kilometres west of UL'YaNOVSK on the IN%A Iall.il{y)

SHUPFAROVO Station, (76 k:.lometres west of UL'YaNOVSK on the II IZA t
railway) . Just outside both these stations there are large ret l

dumps consmt:mg of numerous huge tanks.

25X1
Roads

- 20. B the roads in the VOLGA’

‘e.rea around UL'YaNOVSK are earth tracks of different width, genera.lly unpaved,
or, if‘ paved on certain sectors, then only with enormous cobbles, which cause
" road users to seek a smoother path along earth tracks which usually run on
either side of the oobbled road. -

21. There are three main tracks cbnnecting UL'YaNOVSK with other parts
of the U.3.8.R.:

(g) Leaving the town slong Radishchev Street there is a road running

north-west and north to BUINSK via IShEEVKA on the river SVIYaGA
‘(r_apprmc:l.mately eighteen kilometres from UL'YaNGVSK.  The cobbled sur-
fa.ce. ends at the town boundﬁzy and from that point there are séireral
kilometres of' sand' this changes near LAISHEVKA (a .bridge ecross the
N SVIYaGA) into a heavy black earth road. This road is passable during
the d;y sumner weather or in frosty autumn weather before the snow
falls., The meximum spéed for lorries during the good weatherb is
35-40 kilometres per hour. During the heavj reing this road is
impagsable even with cheins. |
East of the UL' YaNOVSK-IShEEVKA rée.d extend, lgrge woods which
are used, according to Informent, by the Tank troops from UL’YaNUVSK'
as tfaining grounds. He was.u.nable to describe. thé type of tanks,
_but he said that they were véry powerful, La.nd in spite of snow and mug, -
as well as very dﬁ.f‘ficult countx;y (steeplvalleys, ravines and hills
‘covered by trees and bus};es), they managed to negotiate these wocds
without great difficuity. |
The main road connecting UL'YaNOVSK with the west runs across the
SVIYaGA bridge, through the new workers' settlements of wooden huts and
some blocks of flats (called PERVAJA, VTORAJA and TRET'hYa PI.OSHCHADKA)
to the BARATAEVKA kolkhoz: th.en via TYETYUShEVSKOE in the glirec‘(;;iOI;
of TAGALVO and BELYJ’ KLYuCh. Between UL'Y&.NOVSK.and BARATAEVKA the

/I'Oad is «.o
SECRET - US OFFICIALS ONLY ’

Approved For Release 2007/08/05 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005100150011-0



Approved For Release 2007/08/05 CIA-RDP80- 00810A005100150011 -0
L = UD UPFLIULALD UNLL

..9-

road is cobbled; for the next four kilometres there is a gravel sur-

face (ShChEBEN) and when the gravel ends there is a black earth ‘track.
{pf_,‘qmp.r}}:: gegpr_ibeg this road as goéd in all seasons betWeen
UL'YaNOVSK end BARATAEVKA, but further to the west,. to TAGAEVQ, as
extremely bad. During the heavy snow falls the road sector between
UL'YaNOVSK and the workers' domitory subﬁr‘b of BARATAEVKA is con-
startly cleared of snow tacause there is a regular bus service.
The main road southwards runs from Goncharov Street orossing the
railwey and then via VINNOVKA-SOLDATSXAYA TAShLA to TERENGA. This
roaed is unpaved and extremely bad., Its brench read running south-east
from VINNOVKA via KREMENKI and further to SENGILEJ on the VOLGA is
"a complete disaster" according to Informent (ODNA GIBEL'). The road
runs acress the hill range and there are dangerous descents and steep
ascenté, potholes, and all sorts of natural obstacles. This road,
as well as the main road to TERENGA,  is nof_ma;intained.‘
22. All local tracks in the area desci'ibed, eeg.y, IShEEVKA-NOVYJi UREN and
BARATAEVKA-KARLINSKAYA to the north-~west of the town, and others, are "disastrous"
end often utterly impass«:ble for mo‘cor vehicles.
235, Informant stated that according t» the traffic regulations the maximum
apeed for lorries is 25-30 kilometres per hour within the towp boundaries and
35 kilometres per hour outside the.town. DBut the speed depends chiefly on
road conditions, and the road conditions depehd to a great ‘extent ‘on weather,
Mud in spring and autumn, and snow in v"zinter' are the main factors. " Informant
sfo.ted that the average depth of snow on roads is l%t-2 metres. . In valleys and
hollows it might be as much as 10~15 metres, particularly during the February
and March blizzards. Cross country traffic is possible in certain areas
during the summer or autumn dry weather. In winter it is out of the question
ex cept on rivers like the VOLGA or 3VIYaG4, where the ice is stmng enough to
bear any heavily loaded lorry; &nd wh:.ch are passable provided the snow is

noti too deep.

Life on the Collective Farms

24 Informant could not supply much information conceming life on the

collective fanns.

/to the «.,
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He watched the life of coliecti\\{e farmers from e distance, and

- he was preoccupied with his own job and his bus:"y life in UL'YaNOVSK. He
personally believes that the amalgamation of the collective fams has been well
orgam.sed in the UL'YaNOVSK area, and said that conditions have improved con-
siderably in the villages since the amalgamation. He based his opinion on
information received in 1952 from his relatives in the IShEEVKA region. They
wrote that peasants there were paid three kilogrammes of bread for one working
day (TRUDODEN) .  But he pointed out that in many villages these three kilo-
grammes were only theoretical, and were reduced to one kilogramme or even to

800 grammes for one working day, because all collective famms which did not mlfil‘
the Government deliveries of grain during fhe last ten years were forced ‘t:,o
deliver to the Government stores their grain surplus on account of their debts.
Further sign of improvement, he said, was the increase of privately owned cows,
sheep and pigs, the sale of which enabled collective farmers to ‘obtain more cash
‘for buying maLnufactured goods.

25, This improvement was not on the same scale in all kolkhozes,. however,
and accoxrding to Informant much depends on theb chaimman of a collective farm =
his abillties end his connections with the higher authorities, and whether he .
belongs to a powerful and well orgenised racket ("BIAT") or not. | ‘

26. . In spite of the increase of privately owned livestock and ready money,
in almost all the kolkhozes which Informent knew, conditions of life did not
improve in many respeots. ©Peasants were still unable to build ﬁew and better
houses, they had insufficient hay and fodder for their livestock, inéuffiuient
wood for heating, and in many farms no wood at all, using peat if available or
gstealing timber from the woods. During the apring end summer before the hazvest
they are always under-nourished, and they never have enough cash to buy sufficient
manufactured goods. | »

27. There is still a very azufe lack of man-power in the collective farms,
and'.thé authorities are unable' to prevent the youth of both sexes from moving

to the towns 'and industrial centrea. = This constant énd sponteaneous flight of
youth people rrom the country to the towns was explained very simply by Informant.
"In & town, one can easily earn 500 roubles per month working eight hours daily.
In a kolkhoz, to qbta:l.n 500 roubles in cash one has to sell at least 15 sacks

of grain; but when and how can one get 15 sacks of grain every month?" ILack

/of emusements ...
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of amusements and dullness of life on collective farmms are also reasons for

running awyay to the towns. The standard of civilisation of the population in
the UL'YaNOVSK Province is still very low. An average youth needs very little
for his entertainment; bPut he likes to drink spirits and tu go to the cinens,
and for this he needs money. In the villages he has no money and no cinemas.
He can drink only very bad and comparatively cheap home-made "samogon" and amuse
himself by fighting. In towns he has money for good but expensive vodka, he
has cinemas, he can also fight, and he has a great deal of oppertunity Jo steal
fhings from his factory in order to increase his income.

28. Even the M.T.S. (Motor énd Tractor Si;ations) in the kolkhozes wvheré 25X1
the personnel is much better paid than the famm workers, cannot satisfy the young

25X1
people. An aversge M.T.S. driver earng 350-400 roubles net per month, which

enables him to survive but not to live.

29, - One of the typical Soviet "educational" methods was compulsory re-settle~
ment of collective fammers in Siberia for a 1imite_d pe;riod of time; People who
did not‘ fulfil the plan or were constantly late for work, absentees, or those who
were undisciplined, etc., were sent at twenty=four hours’ noticg to the transit
camps (PERESYLNYJ LAGER), and from there were deported for from five to ten years

.

to various Asiatic kolkhozes. Inf‘om}?.nt himself in 19%8-49 knew the special
transit camp at KINDYaKOVKA (suburb of UL'YaNOVSK) which was the deportee assembly
point. This system of punishment was introduced officially and deportation of

a farmer's family was a matter which was arranged between the chéime.n of a kolkhoz
and the local M.V.D.. The procedure was very simple. A kolkhoz chaimman could
easily get rid of undesirable people, and the victims could not com;%lain because
they were not pr;'Lsoners or even deportees, but "free citizens" advised by the
locel M.V.D. to move at twenty-four hours' notice, and with very limited baggage,
from their native village to a strange part of the cquntry two thousend miles
eagtwards. |

30. Vhen the Amnesty was proclaimed in 1953, people thus "re~-settled" were

not allowed to return to their native areas because they were not serving a

sentence and therefore were not subject to the Amnesty.

/31. There is ..
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3l. There is an entirely different scheme for the free re-settlement of
kolkhoz farmers, by which volunteers are recruited to work in other districts.
Informant stated that in the Province Centres there are special of‘ficés .where
kolkhoz farmers are recruited for work in other areas where 1ack of man-power ie
acute. People villing to move are shown lists of areas offering work and
settlement, and they make their ovn choice from these listse These settlers
have to leave all their property ex.ept personal belongings in their native
collective fam, and on the basis of receipts issued by .t‘heir original kolkhoz
are supplied with all the necessary items in the:.r new place of residence. They
travel to their destmatlon at Govemment expense.  Informant did not know any
further deteils. He said that he saw only seven families who went f‘xbm his
native kolkhoz "DleﬁA" to VOROGhILOVGRAD Province full of hopeve.nd who, after

three years sfay thé;ce,- came back disappointed and in a deploreble state.

,Morels and Corruption

32, + Owing to the moral atmosphere of his upbringing and thé low standard
of civilization to which he was accustomed, Infonna.nt}tended to speak of the
morai standards prevalent in the U.3.3.R. and of the various rackets ("BLAT")
in tones almost of admiration and pride. He was, however, in abstract, quite
capable of distinguishing between right and wrong. "BLAT" (a racket), he said,
works throughout UL'YaNOVSK Province; and through "personal approach" almost any-
thing cpuld be done in UL'YaNOVSK itself or in the couhtry districts. '
33. "UL'YaNOVSK is an unhappy town. There is always something‘ wrong with
the higher aﬁthoﬁties, ' was Informant's introduction to his description of the
.workings of "BLAT" in UL'YaNOVSK. He stated that for many yea;rs there had been
constant changes among members of the Party Committe‘e, M.V.D. officers, Court of
Justice and other Government offices. The most disastrous year for the "higher
authorities" was 1947 when in February many of them were caught red-handed by
the M:@.B. and lost their positions = but suffered no further punishment. The
first of‘ the victims was the Secretary of the Province Party Committee, TERENI'EV,
who had embezzled at least 170,000 roubles. TEREWTEV was not brought to trial,
but was merely dismissed and became a Deputy Manager in an industrial enterprise.
Informant believes that TERENTEV was saved from punishment because he was a
veteran Communis't and & distinguished former partisan. He was replaced by
another racketeer. BOCHKARYoV, whose term of office was also short-lived.

'/'the SaMeE:- oo
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the same yeer, 1949, the liead of the Province M.V.D., Colonel GRAKOV, a well-
known "BLATNIK" who was involved in various affaii‘s, vas sudde;ltly dismissed

but vias merely transferred as Deputy Head to another Province. TERENTLV z.md
GRAKOV were the best examples of a properly orgahised "SLAT" working successfully
and rescuing its members in case of disaster.

34, kMuch less fortunate was the District .rosecutor, KARPOV, vho also in
February 19l+7; after many years of p.osperous "BLAT" activities was sentenced to
ten years imprisonment for releasing criminals ‘for money. One of KARFOV's
svccessful operations was the release, for 7,000 roubles, of & criminal who

deserved a sentence of twenty~five years. In such large scale operétions KARPOV

was supported by the Judge concerned who also took his share of the bribe.

35. As Informant descrit29X1

him, he was a hooligan and racketeer of the highest grade. He robbed shdps and

~ stores, always possessed & couple of stolen pistols, fought successfully against
the Militia, was five times arrested but nevér sentenced. Every timé he was
arrested his mother mobilised all her resources, and a clever counsel, and after
a time the young man was released without any consequences. It was the clever
counsel vho made the necesuary "arrangements". E‘hé prosecutor and the Judge were
duly paid; the counsel was also paid and th matter was settled without any trace
in the Court aichives. The end of this young men's career is of possible interest.
He married a local girl, suddenly ceased his activities and disappeared from
UL'YaNOVSK. He ﬁent to the Xuril® Islands where new Russian gsettlers were badly
needed and well paid, and where the local authorities paid little attention to
people's past. Ie obtairlxed a good Job there as a mechanic and driver and became,

. 25X1
as Informant seid, "an honest citizen".

37. "Tf I am & crook and my brother serves with the Militia, I will never
That is the unwritten lew and describes the traditional attitude

/of the ...

be sentenced."
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. of the Milit:.a. personnel towards their rela.tives vho are. involved in unlawf‘ul
af’fairs or are professional criminals and hool:.gans. Tha.t is the ' automat:.c
»famn.ly BIAT" vhich works smoothly. Its members are absolutely safe and always .
pay what they owe thelr kilitia fr:.ends for assisting them. Apart from. i;hese
family connections, there are also BLATS based on personal friendships and

purely business‘ arrangements between the Militia and the local underworld.

38.‘ The.e are different methods by which the Militia reacue" crooks or
hooligens. Sometimes they warn their "oustcmers" beforehand, sometimes, when

~ vhey have already been arrested, they make all the necessary arrengements to
release them, and in some onseé they arrest their "oustomer" in the presence o5y 1

of many witnesses and then release them as soon as the watching crowd has dis-

: peréed.l This ‘?.e.ut method is used in the oase of serious fighting in the strests

outside pubs, oinemas, etc..

/succesaful ...
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40. Informant stated thet to be released from wmilitary service is quite an
easy procedure. The military doctors examining Axmy recruits are usually very
‘helpful, provided that_ a client is recommended by a trusted pérson and the Army
doctor is paid in cash. The best way is to have a "private chat" with the Chief
Medic:}l Officer presiding over the Medical Boé.rd, and he makes the necesééry i
arrangements to change a perfectly healthy young man into a sick one.

41. The rotten atmosphere, low standard of life, lack of moral restraint,
as well as corrupted Justice and the hated but often 'tez.jmrised and powerless
lilitia, are the main reasons for the enormous number of all types of crimes
committed in UL'YaNOVSK. ‘

L2. Informant stressed the fact that most young peasant lads vho are decent
and honest while at home very soon become hooligans or criminals when they move
to the towns. He believes ‘tha’c the need to earn more'money; coupled with drink
and the influence of their town friends, very soon demoralises them. The
experieﬁced.boys teash the youngsters how to steal and how to rob innocent
citizens of their clothes in the dark streets. They learn, too, how to make
knives and even pistols in the factory shops froﬁl stolen materials.. Infommant
also believes that military service is the best remedy ‘for these boys. , Hard

living conditions in the Ammy, the severe discipline and the atmosphere in the -

/Field units +..
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Tield Units changes meny of these hoolii;e.ns and crooks into honest citizens.

He said that many former younrr CI‘:LmlnalS return from the Amy with an entirely
differént outlook. They are proud of‘ being ..old:.ers, are more cxv:.llsed and
look for a good job so that they can get married. He pointed out, however, that
it is only in the Field Units that the officers teach their men how to be

real citizens. In the Administrative formations soldiers usually remain es

they were in their ci\}il_ian life, or became demoralised.

The Amnesty |

LB. Informent was not in the U.S.S..R. when the 1953 Amnesty was proclaimed,
but he coilected a ceftain amount of informetion. concerning the results of it
from his friends who visited Russia soon afterwards., He pointed out that he
h:unself and all his fellow soldiers were deeply d:.sappointed by the Amnesty.

' He said "VOROSHILOV released from prison all the hooligans, but the honest
political prisoners are still there". In the olden deys, he said, things were
very bad but at least crooks were pum.shed. Now they arc all free, and things
iive getting worse almost every day. Soon it will be the same as it was in
l9’+5-1+7 which were the worst years he remembers. = He stated that many of the

' released crimina.ls had already been re-arrested and sentenced again to long

terms of imprisonment, up to twenty-five years.
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